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LANE CLOSURE ON A TWO-LANE 
ROAD USING FLAGGERS (TA-10)
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LANE CLOSURE ON A TWO-LANE ROAD 
WITH LOW TRAFFIC VOLUMES (TA-11)
When flaggers are used, the Flagger symbol sign shall be used in 
place of the YIELD AHEAD sign.
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TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE (TA-13)
Conditions represented are a planned closure not exceeding 20 
minutes during the daytime. The flagger shall follow the procedures 
noted in “Flagging” beginning on page 6. When used, the BE 
PREPARED TO STOP sign should be located before the flagger symbol 
sign.
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WORK IN THE CENTER OF A ROAD WITH 
LOW TRAFFIC VOLUMES (TA-15)
The lanes on either side of the center work space should have a 
minimum width of 10 feet as measured from the near edge of the 
channelizing devices to the edge of pavement or the outside edge 
of paved shoulder.  Although vehicle hazard warning signals can be 
used to supplement the rotating lights or strobe lights, they shall not 
be used instead of rotating lights or strobe lights.
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MOBILE OPERATIONS ON A TWO-LANE 
ROAD (TA-17)
Vehicle-mounted signs shall be mounted in a manner such that 
they are not obstructed by equipment or supplies. Sign legends on 
vehicle-mounted signs shall be covered or turned from view when 
work is not in progress. Shadow and work vehicles shall display 
rotating lights or strobe lights. Where practical and when needed, 
the work and shadow vehicles should pull over periodically to allow 
motor vehicle traffic to pass. Whenever adequate stopping sight 
distance exists to the rear, the shadow vehicle should maintain the 
minimum distance from the work vehicle and proceed at the same 
speed. The shadow vehicle should slow down in advance of vertical 
or horizontal curves that restrict sight distance. A truck-mounted 
attenuator may be used on the shadow vehicle. The shadow vehicles 
should also be equipped with two high-intensity flashing lights 
mounted on the rear, adjacent to the sign.
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LANE CLOSURE ON A MINOR STREET     
(TA-18)
This temporary traffic control shall be used only for low-volume, 
low-speed facilities. Where the work space is short, where drivers 
can see the roadway beyond, and where volume is low, motor 
vehicle traffic may be self-regulating. Where motor vehicle traffic 
cannot effectively self-regulate, one or two flaggers shall be used 
as illustrated on page 23 (TA-10). Flashing warning lights and/or 
flags may be used to call attention to the advance warning signs.  
A truck-mounted attenuator may be used on the work vehicle and 
the shadow vehicle.
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RIGHT-HAND LANE CLOSURE ON THE FAR 
SIDE OF AN INTERSECTION (TA-22)
If the work space extends across the crosswalk, the crosswalk should 
be closed.
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CLOSURE IN THE CENTER OF AN 
INTERSECTION (TA-26)
A high-level warning device may be placed in the work space, if 
there is sufficient room. All lanes should be a minimum of 10 feet 
in width as measured to the near face of the channelizing devices. 
Although vehicle hazard warning signals can be used to supplement 
the rotating lights or strobe lights, they shall not be used instead of 
rotating lights or strobe lights.
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CLOSURE AT THE SIDE OF AN 
INTERSECTION (TA-27) 
The situation depicted can be simplified by closing one or more 
of the intersection approaches. If this cannot be done, and/or 
when capacity is a problem, through motor vehicle traffic should 
be directed to other roads or streets. Depending on road user 
conditions, flagger(s) or uniformed law enforcement officer(s) should 
be used to direct road users within the intersection. Although vehicle 
hazard warning signals can be used to supplement the rotating 
lights or strobe lights, they shall not be used instead of rotating 
lights or strobe lights.
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SIDEWALK CLOSURES AND BYPASS 
SIDEWALKS (TA-28) 
Where sidewalks exist, provisions shall be made for disabled 
pedestrians.

Where high speeds are anticipated, a temporary traffic barrier 
and, if necessary, a crash cushion should be used to separate the 
temporary sidewalks from motor vehicle traffic.
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INTERIOR LANE CLOSURE ON A MULTI-
LANE STREET (TA-30)
This information applies to low-speed, low-volume urban streets. 
Where speed or volume is higher, additional signing such as LEFT 
LANE CLOSED XX FEET should be used between the signs shown. 
When a highway-rail grade crossing exists within or upstream of the 
transition area and it is anticipated that backups resulting from the 
lane closure might extend through the highway-rail grade crossing, 
the temporary traffic control zone should be extended so that the 
transition area precedes the highway-rail grade crossing. Early 
coordination with the railroad company should occur before work 
starts.
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STATIONARY LANE CLOSURE ON A 
DIVIDED HIGHWAY (TA-33)
This information also shall be used when work is being performed in 
the lane adjacent to the median on a divided highway. In this case, 
the LEFT LANE CLOSED signs and the corresponding LANE ENDS 
signs shall be substituted. When a side road intersects the highway 
within the temporary traffic control zone, additional temporary traffic 
control devices shall be placed as needed.

All vehicles, equipment, workers and their activities should be 
restricted to one side of the pavement. A truck-mounted attenuator 
may be used on the work vehicle and/or shadow vehicle. An arrow 
board shall be used when a freeway lane is closed. When more than 
one freeway lane is closed, a separate arrow board shall be used for 
each closed lane.

(See Illustration on Next Page)
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STATIONARY LANE CLOSURE ON A 
DIVIDED HIGHWAY (TA-33)
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MOBILE OPERATION ON A MULTI-LANE 
ROAD (TA-35) 
Arrow boards shall, as a minimum, be Type B with a size of 60 x 30 
inches. Vehicles used for these operations should be made highly 
visible with appropriate equipment, such as: rotating lights, strobe 
lights, flags, signs, or arrow boards.

Shadow Vehicle 1 should be equipped with an arrow board and 
truck-mounted attenuator. Shadow Vehicle 2 should be equipped 
with an arrow board. An appropriate lane closure sign should be 
placed on Shadow Vehicle 2 so as not to obscure the arrow board. 
Shadow Vehicle 2 should travel at a varying distance from the 
work operation so as to provide adequate sight distance for motor 
vehicle traffic approaching from the rear. The spacing between 
the work vehicles and the shadow vehicles, and between each 
shadow vehicle should be minimized to deter road users from 
driving in between. Work should normally be accomplished during 
off-peak hours.

When the work vehicle occupies an interior lane (a lane other 
than the far right or far left) of a directional roadway having a right 
shoulder 10 feet or more in width, Shadow Vehicle 2 should drive 
the right shoulder with a sign indicating that work is taking place 
in the interior lane.

(See Illustration on Next Page)
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MOBILE OPERATION ON A MULTI-LANE 
ROAD (TA-35) 
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WORK IN VICINITY OF HIGHWAY-RAIL 
GRADE CROSSING (TA-46)
When highway-rail grade crossings exist either within or in the 
vicinity of roadway work activities, extra care should be taken to 
minimize the probability of conditions being created, either by lane 
restrictions, flagging or other operations, where vehicles might be 
stopped within the highway-rail grade crossing, considered as being 
15 feet on either side of the closest and farthest rail.

If the queuing of vehicles across active rail tracks cannot be 
avoided, a law enforcement officer or flagger shall be provided at 
the highway-rail grade crossing to prevent vehicles from stopping 
within the highway-rail grade crossing (as described above) even if 
automatic warning devices are in place.
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SUPERVISOR’S CHECKLIST
1.	 Follow Part 6 of the MUTCD.  It is the 

national standard for work zone traffic 
control.

2	 Have a traffic control plan before going to 
the work site.

3.	 Ask yourself, “What is the driver’s view of the 
work site - at night, during peak hours, etc.?”

4.	 Ask yourself, “Would I feel safe driving 
through this work zone?”

5.	 Investigate crashes/incidents to identify if 
changes are needed in the traffic control 
plan.

	S Take photographs of all traffic control 
devices.

	S Sketch and dimension all devices.  
Indicate size of signs, placement from 
the edge of the travelway, and the height 
to the bottom of the sign.

6.	 Remove the devices in a timely manner.

The MUTCD (http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/) is the 
final authority for all questions.
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